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SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

The Board of Education shall provide tuition-free education for the benefit of children between the ages of five (5) and twenty-two (22) who are considered to reside in the District and eligible for attendance and such others as may be eligible pursuant to Statute (R.C. 3313.64) and the policy of the Board.  Students who do not legally qualify as residents will be required to pay tuition as established by law.

A student is considered a resident of the District if s/he resides with a parent or parents or a person or government agency with legal custody whose place of residence is within the boundaries of the School District.  If the student resides in another school district but attends school in this District (where one (1) parent resides), it is the obligation of the parents to provide transportation for the student.

The Board will allow a student to begin the school year or second semester in the District's schools if the parent provides the following documentation to establish that the parent will, in fact, become a resident of the District within a period of up to ninety (90) days.  (The Superintendent is authorized to determine the number of days):

A.
a sworn statement explaining the situation, the location of the house being purchased or built and stating the parent’s intention to reside there upon its completion; and

B.
a statement from the builder that the house is being built for the parent and its location or a statement from a real estate broker or bank officer confirming the parent has a contract to purchase, that the parent is waiting on a closing date and that the house is at the location identified in the parent’s sworn statement 

Students who qualify for admission to District schools, in accordance with Board of Education Policy 5111, shall be accepted when the following documents have been submitted:

A.
any records given to the pupil by the school most recently attended;

B.
a birth certificate or other appropriate documentary evidence (see below

C.
Certified copies of court orders allocating parental rights and responsibilities or other documents allocating custody or guardianship, if applicable

D.
a copy of a power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit, if applicable;

E.
proof of residency consisting of a deed, building permit, rental agreement, tax statement, voter registration card, or completion of Form 5111 F2 (Note:  While such documents may suggest residency, the reality of whether the student and parent/guardian are not residents prevails over submission of any particular documents).

F.
proof of immunization and/or statutory exception

If a birth certificate is not available, the parent is to complete Form 5111 F3 and submit the documentary evidence called for therein.  If such verification is not received within thirty (30) days or the document appears to be inaccurate or suspicious, the principal shall notify the Pataskala Police.  If there is a court order or decree allocating parental rights and responsibilities and designating who will be the resident parent and legal custodian, such order or decree must be submitted within fourteen (14) days of admission.  The Building Principal may extend any of the deadlines for providing accurate documentation at his or her discretion.  If there is a court order or decree for custody or guardianship to other than a parent, a copy of the order or decree must be submitted within fourteen (14) days of admission.  If all of these required documents are not received within that time, the student should be presumed to be a missing child (see AG 5115). Parents are to be so informed at the time of admission.

A student, who is living in the District under the care of a shelter for victims of domestic violence, will not be denied admission because of delay in the forwarding of school records.

Homeless students shall not be unfairly discriminated against and are to be admitted to the extent required under State law.  (See Board Policy 5111.01 ‑ Homeless Students

High school students transferring from another school district must submit an official transcript from the sending school in order for the student to receive credit for course work.  Report cards will not be considered sufficient evidence for granting credit toward graduation.
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