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LATE ARRIVAL AND EARLY DISMISSAL

It is necessary that a student be in attendance throughout the school day in order to benefit fully from the educational program of the District.

The Board of Education recognizes, however, that from time to time compelling circumstances will require that a student be late to school or dismissed before the end of the school day.  As agent responsible for the education of the students of this District, the Board shall require that the school be notified in advance of such absences by written request of the student's parent or guardian, which shall state the reason for the tardiness or early dismissal.  Justifiable reasons may include:  medical or dental appointments that cannot be scheduled outside of school hours, medical disability, motor vehicle driver's test, interview for college entrance or employment, family emergency, court appearance, any good cause as may be acceptable to the building principal.  In the case of secondary students, those juniors and seniors gainfully employed may leave early upon proper notification to the principal.  Notifications for late arrival or early dismissal will be reviewed by the building principal, who may excuse the student from attendance at his or her discretion.

No student in grades K through 12 shall be permitted to leave the school before the close of the school day unless met in the school office by a parent or a person authorized by the parents to act in their behalf.  If one parent has been awarded custody of the student in a divorce settlement, the parent in custody shall inform the school of any limitations in the rights of the noncustodial parent.  Absent such notice, the school will presume that the student may be released into the care of either parent.

Students will be permitted to make up work for credit only if their late arrival or early dismissal has been excused by the Building principal and unexcused absences will be counted against a student for attendance/truancy purposes pursuant to Board policies.  If a student is removed from the classroom, his or her attendance will be deemed to be excused or unexcused based on whether he/she is provided with instruction (e.g., whether he/she is able to complete missed coursework while out of the classroom or at a later time).
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