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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

It shall be the policy of the Board of Education to acknowledge each student's successful completion of the instructional program appropriate to the achievement of District goals and objectives as well as personal proficiency by the awarding of a diploma at fitting graduation ceremonies.

The Board shall award a regular high school diploma to every student enrolled in this District who meets the requirements of graduation established by this Board or who properly completes the goals and objectives specified in his/her individualized education program (I.E.P.) including either the exemption from or the requirement to complete the achievement tests required by the State Board of Education in order to graduate.  Each student must also demonstrate, unless exempted, at least a proficient level of skill on the achievement tests required by the State Board to graduate.

The requirements for students entering ninth grade before July 1, 2012 for graduation from high school include earning units of credit in grades nine through twelve as follows:

	SUMMARY OF GRADUATION & COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS

	

	
	
	9
	10
	11
	12
	

	

	
	English
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	4 credits

	
	Math
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	3 credits

	
	Science****
	x
	x
	x or
	x
	
	3 credits

	
	Social Studies
	x
	x
	x or
	x
	
	3 credits

	
	Health
	
	x
	
	
	
	½ credit

	
	Physical Education
	x
	x
	
	
	
	½ credit

	
	Technology (keyboard/typing)
	
	x
	
	
	
	½ credit

	
	Fine Arts**
	x or
	x or
	x or
	x
	
	½ credit

	
	Electives
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	6 credits

	
	
	
	21 TOTAL*

	

	*Twenty-one (21) Credits are required for graduation

	**Required for graduation (art, choir or band)

	***Must have three (3) credits of Science to include a Physical Science and a Biology


In order to graduate , all students entering ninth grade for the first time on or after July 1, 2010 shall be required to earn at least twenty-one (21) credits in grades 9 through 12, distributed as follows:

A.
English – Four (4) credits

B.
Social Studies – Three (3) credits, including one-half (½) credit American History and one-half (½) credit American Government

C.
Math – Four (4) credits, which shall include one unit of algebra II or its equivalent

D.
Science – Three (3) credits, with inquiry-based laboratory experience that engages students in asking valid scientific questions and gathering and analyzing information, including one (1) credit Life Sciences, one (1) credit Physical Sciences, and one (1) credit of advanced study in one or more of the following sciences, one (1) unit:  (i) chemistry, physics, or other physical science; (ii) advanced biology or other life science; or (iii) astronomy, physical geology, or other earth or space science;

E.
Health – One-half (½) credits, which shall include instruction in nutrition and the benefits of nutritious foods and physical activity for overall health.

F.
Physical education – One-half (½) credit; and

G.
Elective classes – at least six (6) credits

Electives shall consist of one or any combination of foreign language, fine arts, business, career-technical education, family and consumer sciences, technology, agricultural education, a federally-approved junior reserve officer training corps (JROTC) program, or English language arts, mathematics, science or social studies courses not otherwise required under this policy.

The district shall integrate the study of economics and financial literacy and entrepreneurship, as expressed in the social studies academic content standards adopted by the state board of education, into one or more existing social studies credits required under this policy or into the content of another class, so that every high school student receives instruction in those concepts.

A student who enters ninth grade on or after July 1, 2010, and before July 1, 2014, may qualify for graduation even though he/she has not completed the Ohio core curriculum in accordance with applicable law.
Students must also pass the Ohio Achievement Tests.  Beginning with the class of 2007, all students will have to pass all sections of the Ohio Graduation Test.

Parents may opt out of the requirements in the core curriculum for students entering ninth grade in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 by providing written notice to the District after the student has completed two years of high school.  Students opting out of the curriculum will be subject to the minimum curriculum requirements for students entering ninth grade prior to July 1, 2010, and they will be ineligible to attend most state universities without completing further coursework.  Students who opt out will be provided with an individual career plan and counseling for the remainder of their time in high school.

Students may be exempt from the one-half (½) credit (120 hours of instruction) requirements for physical education if they have participated on a district-affiliated sports team, in band, or on a cheerleading team for at least two full seasons or JROTC for at least two (2) years.  Students are still required to complete the one‑half (½) credit in another subject area (sixty (60) hours of instruction) unless they received credit for participating in JROTC.  Waivers do not carry over to another district if a student transfers after having been exempted from the physical education requirement.

	MINIMUM COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS


High school graduates who apply to an undergraduate program that begins before the 2014-2015 academic years shall be entitled to admission without examination to any college or university that is supported wholly or in part by the state.  For unconditional admission, students may be required to complete remedial courses not included in the graduate high school course as may be prescribed, not less than two years prior to the graduate’s entrance, by the faculty of the institution.

Beginning with the 2014-2015 academic year, students shall only be eligible to attend an Ohio public university – not including Shawnee State University, Youngstown State University, or Central State University – if they have completed the course requirements in the Ohio core curriculum.  Students will be exempted from this requirement if:

A.
They complete the program set forth in their individualized education plan (I.E.P.);

B.
They enroll in dual enrollment programs at state universities while still in high school; or

C.
They have attained ten credit hours in courses that are college‑credit bearing and may be applied toward the requirements for a degree.

(Note: Under R.C. 3345.06(B)(1), these credits cannot be obtained by one of the state schools prohibited from accepting the student in the general rule above unless they were received through a dual enrollment program.)

It is highly recommended that students plan on taking more than the minimum requirements.  The strength of the student’s curriculum is often a determining factor for colleges and business.  You are encouraged to take the most challenging courses available and limit study halls to no more than one (1) per day.

Credit may be earned at an accredited postsecondary institution.

Every high school may permit students below the ninth grade to take advanced work for credit.  This work shall count toward the graduation requirements if it was both:

A.
taught by a person who possesses a license/certificate issued under State law that is valid for teaching high school;

B.
designated by the Board as meeting the high school curriculum requirements.

An honors diploma shall be awarded to any student who meets the established requirements for graduation or the requirements of his/her I.E.P.; attains the applicable scores on the achievement tests required by the State Board of Education for graduation; and meets any additional criteria the State Board may establish.

Commencement exercises will include only those students who have successfully completed requirements for graduation as certified by the high school principal.  No student who has completed the requirements for graduation shall be denied a diploma as a disciplinary measure.  A student may be denied participation in the ceremony of graduation when personal conduct so warrants.

The Board also shall grant a diploma of adult education to all District residents over the age of twenty-one (21) who meet the requirements established by the State Board of Education.

The Superintendent shall establish whatever administrative guidelines are necessary to comply with State rules and regulations.
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