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INTERROGATIONS BY POLICE

The schools have legal custody of students during the school day and during hours of approved extracurricular activities.  It is the responsibility of the school administration to try to protect each student under its control.  Therefore:

A.
The police will be encouraged by the school authorities to question students out of school and in the home whenever possible.

B.
The police will be permitted to question students within the schools as long as the number of requests and length of interrogations are reasonable and certain guidelines are followed.

C.
The school principal must be notified before a student may be questioned in school or taken from a classroom.

D.
Based on an administrator’s judgment, the parents or legal guardian of the student to be interviewed should be notified by the police before the student is questioned so that the parents may be present if they so desire.

E.
To avoid possible criticism, a school official will request to be present when an interrogation takes place within the school.

F.
Whenever possible, police officers should contact and/or question students out of school.  When it is necessary for an officer to make a school contact with a student, the school authorities will bring the youngster to a private room and the contact will be made out of the sight of others as much as possible.

G.
When it is necessary to remove a student from school, after notifying the school principal, the police authorities should notify the parents.  If the circumstances make it impossible for the police to make this notification to the parents, the school should do so.

H.
The police department should always be notified by the school principal whenever a student is involved in any type of criminal activity.  When the School learns of this involvement, it should notify the juvenile officer or detective bureau of the police department.  The school should not attempt to handle situations that are properly in the realm of the police.
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