
Important Ohio custody notice for fathers: 

●​ Ohio law says that when parents are unmarried, the mother is the child’s sole 
residential parent and legal custodian until a court issues a custody/shared-parenting 
order. Ohio Laws​
 

●​ Acknowledging paternity or being on the birth certificate does not by itself give 
custody or decision-making rights; a court order is required to enroll as the custodial 
parent. oh-paternity.comohioschoolboards.org​
 

●​ To enroll as the father, please upload court-stamped custody/shared-parenting 
documents naming you as residential parent/legal custodian (or giving you authority to 
enroll), plus standard residency, ID, and student documents. Schools may request 
custody documentation during enrollment. Ohio Dept of Ed & Workforce​
 

●​ Noncustodial parents generally retain FERPA rights to access educational records 
unless a court order restricts those rights. Provide any relevant orders if access is 
limited. Protecting Student Privacy​
 

This information is provided for general guidance only and is not legal advice. If you have 
questions about your custody status or documents, please consult an attorney or your local 
domestic relations court. 

 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3109.042?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.oh-paternity.com/faqs-english?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ohioschoolboards.org/blogs/legal-ledger/unmarried-parents-and-laf-update?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/English-Learners/AOEL/Family-Roadmap/Enrolling-Your-Child-in-Ohio?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/A%20parent%20guide%20to%20ferpa_508.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

